
English IV AP 
Othello, The Moor of Venice – Tragic Flaw Analysis 

 
1. Othello's tragic flaw is his ignorance of others' racist tendencies. 
 
2. Othello's tragic flaw is his intellect. 
 
3. Othello's tragic flaw is his cowardice in the face of adversity. 
 
4. Othello's tragic flaw is external difficulties. 
 
5. Othello's tragic flaw is his ambitious motivations. 
 
6. Othello's tragic flaw is his inability to adapt his sensitive moral 

 nature to a cruel world. 
 
7. Othello's tragic flaw is his trusting nature. 
 
8. Othello's tragic flaw is his deep-rooted loyalty. 
 
9. Othello's tragic flaw is… (defend your own choice) 
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Othello, The Moor of Venice – Tragic Flaw Analysis 

 
As the titular character of this tragedy, Othello is, of course, not without flaws.  He is too proud, too 
trusting, too impulsive and extremely insecure despite his outward show of arrogance.  Which of the 
following is the chief reason for his downfall? 
 
1. Pride and Vanity:  Othello is the first to suggest that he himself is self-centered and 

arrogant…“loving his own pride and purposes.”  This impression is strengthened when Othello 
boasts, “I fetch my life and being from men of royal siege.”  Even his love for Desdemona could be 
interpreted as extremely vain:  “She loved me for the dangers I had passed, and I loved her that she did 
pity them.”  Is it possible that he loves her simply because she flatters his ego?  OR is their 
love deeper – does she understand him and accept him in a way that no other woman ever 
has?  His later behavior towards Cassio and Desdemona is partially motivated by wounded 
pride:  “I’d rather be a toad and live upon the vapour of a dungeon, than keep a corner in the thing I love 
for other’s uses.” 
 

2. Trusting:  Iago uses Othello’s blind faith in other human beings to his advantage:  “The 
Moor is of a free and open nature, that thinks men honest that but seem to be so, and will as tenderly be led 
by the nose as asses are.”  Othello frequently mistakes appearance for reality, never delving 
beneath the surface to seek a deeper, more complex truth. He only briefly suspects Iago (“If 
thou dost slander her and torture me, never pray more, abandon all remorse, on horror’s head horrors 
accumulate”), and when Iago pretends to be offended Othello immediately back-pedals.  Once 
he decides that he was wrong to trust Cassio and Desdemona, he is filled with a desire for 
revenge because they have taken away his faith in the essential goodness and integrity of 
human nature. 
 

3. Impulsive:  As a soldier, Othello must be decisive.  He must establish the facts on the 
battlefield and quickly decide on his next course of action. This trait works against him here. 
Although he insisted on being given the opportunity to defend himself against Brabantio’s 
accusations, he does not give Cassio the same fair trial:  “Cassio I love thee; but never more be 
officer of mine.”  Does this make Othello a hypocrite?  Or simply a man who values his 
reputation and / or cannot be seen to condone this behaviour?  Othello’s impatience to 
know the truth and act on it is also evident when he begins to doubt Desdemona:  “To be once 
in doubt is once to be resolved…I’ll have some proof.”  Yet he accepts Iago’s insinuations about 
Cassio and Desdemona asking “Why did I marry?” even before Iago offers his ‘proofs’ of the 
handkerchief and Cassio’s sleep talking.  Othello cannot bear uncertainty, and has a very 
simplistic view of human emotions – either he loves her with all his heart or he hates her 
with an equally passionate intensity: “She’s gone, I am abused, and my relief must be to loathe her.” 

 
4. Insecure:  Despite seeming confident, even arrogant on the outside, Othello is actually quite 

insecure.  He accepts Iago’s suggestion that Desdemona was somehow abnormal or strange 
when she chose him as a husband:  “Not to affect many proposed matches of her own clime, complexion 
and degree…one may smell in such a will most rank.”  In a bizarre way, Othello behaves in a racist 
manner against himself when he accepts this as proof of Desdemona’s degeneracy, and 
instructs Iago, “set on thy wife to observe.”  He is also insecure because he is an outsider in 
Venetian society.  He lacks experience and local knowledge when it comes to Venetian 
women and so believes Iago’s assertion that they secretly cheat on their husbands:  “In Venice 
they do let heaven see the pranks they dare not show their husbands.”  Othello’s greatest insecurity is a 
fear that his rich, white, beautiful, aristocratic wife doesn’t truly love him.  Perhaps he all too 
quickly believes the lies Iago tells him about his wife because he secretly believes that the 
racist majority in Venice are right…maybe a black man is an unattractive creature, not quite 
human and unworthy of love. 



 


