
Poetry Objective #8 

 
Name  ________________________________________ Period  __________ 
 
1. _______  Throughout the poem, the speaker moves back and forth, characterizing the airman alternately as 
 a. wolf and savior. 
 b. child and adult. 
 c. hero and coward. 
 d. murderer and victim. 
 e. loner and mixer. 
 
2. _______  The "murderers" in the poem are 
 a. puppies whose ancestors were wolves. 
 b. all humankind. 
 c. the airmen at the air base. 
 d. the leaders of the warring nations. 
 e. the enemy airmen. 
 
3. _______  The poem is 
 a. a satire against war. 
 b. a dramatic monologue. 
 c. an elegy for the victims of the bombardment. 
 d. an ode to humanity. 
 e. a ballad of despair. 
 
4. _______  "This just man" in line 20 refers to  
 a. Judas Iscariot. 
 b. Jesus. 
 c. the drunk sergeant. 
 d. the sleeping airmen. 
 e. the speaker himself. 
 
5. _______  "Men wash their hands" in line 19 is an allusion to 

 a. murdering airmen who feel no guilt. 
 b. war makers. 
 c. Peter the Apostle. 
 d. war profiteers. 
 e. Pontius Pilate. 

 
6. _______  All the following questions concern the speaker deeply EXCEPT 
 a. Is man a heartless animal? 
 b. Is modern man the last savior? 
 c. How can men live and play together and later kill? 
 d. Does killing ease the evil in man? 
 e. Am I murderer like the others? 
 
7. _______  The subject of the poem is the 

 a. brutality of war. 
 b. callousness of flyers. 
 c. domestic activities on a barracks. 
 d. danger of flying on air missions. 
 e. sense of guilt on an airman. 

 
8. _______  The theme of the poem is effectively stated in stanzas 

 a. 1 and 4. 
 b. 1 and 2 
 c. 3 and 4. 
 d. 2 and 4. 
 e. 1 and 3. 
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9. _______  The end-rhyme repetition of the words "man," "one," and "die" is effective because it 
 a. separates the speaker from his comrades. 
 b. intensifies the speaker's emotional guilt. 
 c. concentrates the reader's attention on personal responsibility. 
 d. emphasizes the dullness of barracks existence. 
 e. suggests the carnage of war. 
 
10. _______  The speaker in the poem concludes that man can be a 

 a. crier for a scapegoat. 
 b. hero. 
 c. redeemer. 
 d. sinner. 
 e. penitent. 

 
11. _______  The poem is about all of the following EXCEPT 

 a. war in our day. 
 b. man's potential for goodness. 
 c. man's potential for evil. 
 d. the individual's sense of guilt. 
 e. the physical suffering of airmen facing death. 

 
12. _______  The drunken sergeant's whistling of O Paridiso (line 4) is an example of the poet's use of 

 a. apostrophe. 
 b. personification. 
 c. paradox. 
 d. irony. 
 e. metaphor. 

 
13. _______  The speaker is moved by the fact that, having himself been in missions against the enemy, 
 a. he is still alive. 
 b. he feels no guilt. 
 c. he envies his callous comrades. 
 d. he feels superior to his comrades. 
 e. he is in no position to make judgments. 
 
14. _______  The tone of the work is best understood to be 

a. pleasantly detached. 
b. hopefully determined. 
c. tragically angered. 
d. remorsefully acquiescent. 
e. aimlessly derisive. 

 
15. _______  The men count missions as a way to 

a. determine when they may go home. 
b. fall asleep. 
c. determine the odds of surviving the war. 
d. regulate their hearts and thereby their fears. 
e. keep beat to the whistling. 
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Read the following poem and choose the best answer for each objective question. 
 

“Eighth Air Force” 
by Randall Jarrell 

 
If, in an odd angle of the hutment, 
A puppy laps the water from a can 
Of flowers, and the drunk sergeant shaving 
Whistles O Paridiso! -- Shall I say that man 
Is not as men have said:  a wolf to man?   (5) 
 
The other murderers troop in yawning; 
Three of them play Pitch, one sleeps, and one 
Lies counting missions, lies there sweating 
Till even his heart beats: One; One; One. 
O murderers! ... Still this is how it's done.   (10) 
 
This is a war. . . . But since these play, before they die, 
Like puppies with their puppy; since a man 
I did as these have done, but did not die -- 
I will content the people as I can 
And give up these to them: Behold the man!   (15) 
 
I have suffered, in a dream, because of him, 
Many things; for this last savior, man, 
I have lied as I lie now.  But what is lying? 
Men wash their hands in blood, as best they can: 
I find no fault in this just man.    (20) 
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Key: 
 
1. a. 
2. c. 
3. b. 
 
4. b. 
5. e. 
6. d. 
7. e. 
8. a. 
9. b. 
10. c. 
11. e. 
 
12. d. 
13. a. 
14. d. 
15. a. 
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