
The Catcher in the Rye Close Read Chapter 15 

 

Passage 6, Questions 1-7.  Read the passage from Chapter 15 of The Catcher in the Rye, which begins "Anyway, I gave 

her a buzz" and ends “You could keep the money for when you do take up a collection” (pages 105-109) carefully before 

you choose your answers. 

 

1. Holden's comment about Sally being "quite a 

little phony" is 

a. a negative response to her poise and 

polished phone manners 

b. resentment based on the maid's having 

answered the phone 

c. based on the assumption that her father 

had told her who was on the phone 

d. a reflection of his jealousy that she is at 

home with parents while he is not 

e. anger growing out of her reminder of his 

lapse in telephone etiquette 

 

 

 

 

2. Holden's negative response to Sally's use of the 

word "Grand" is 

a. understandable, given his sensitivity to 

people's diction 

b. merely dramatized to inflate his own 

sense of worth 

c. included to reveal Sally's shallow, 

hypocritical nature 

d. a result of his unwillingness to express 

strong positive emotions 

e. ironic, given Holden's use of "Swell" in 

their conversation 

 

 

 

 

 

3. From the first part of the passage, the reader can 

infer that Holden makes a date with Sally 

because he 

I. is lonely and wants to be with 

someone his own age 

II. worries about losing her to other 

boys who are interested in her 

III. has nothing to do and wants to kill 

time until he can go home 

 

a. I only 

b. I and II only 

c. I and III only 

d. II and III only 

e. I, II, and III 

 

 

4. From the long paragraph beginning "I got a 

cab," the reader can infer all of the following 

EXCEPT 

a. Holden does not ever want to go home if 

he can avoid it 

b. money has never been a problem for 

Holden 

c. Holden is quite resourceful when he 

wants to be 

d. Holden's mother has had problems 

dealing with Allie's death 

e. Holden has little emotional interaction 

with his father 

 

 

 

5. In the paragraph about what Holden had for 

breakfast, the last two sentences about his name 

are 

a. a digression by Holden to distract his 

audience 

b. the author's way of revealing Holden's 

full name 

c. a reinforcement of Holden's concern 

about his nutrition 

d. an attempt at humor by Holden 

e. an indication of Holden's sensitivity 

about his thinness 

 

 

 

6. The long paragraph beginning "While I was 

eating" reveals that Holden 

a. is astute in his analysis of other people's 

feelings 

b. is a snob even though he denies it 

c. understands people's motivations 

d. enjoys kidding around with his 

roommate 

e. values intelligence and humor more than 

financial status 

 

 

 

7. The narration contains all of the following 

a. first-person point of view 

b. use of slang 

c. repetition 

d. digressions 

e. periodic sentences



 


