
Use the passage from Chapter 1 of The Great Gatsby, which begins “It was a matter of chance” 
and ends “‘We’ll go inside’” (pgs. 9-12) to answer questions 1-8. 
 

1. In paragraph 1, the word wingless 
refers to 

a. animals that do not fly 
b. human observers 
c. injured birds 
d. inhabitants of the “eggs” 

 
 

2. Which of the following is the best 
antonym for colossal as it is used in 
paragraph 2? 

a. glorious 
b. modest 
c. genuine 
d. ancient 

 
 

3. In paragraph 2, the narrator’s 
correcting himself (Or rather…of that 
name) shows that 

a. the details in the story are based 
on actual events. 

b. the narrator does not want to 
admit he knows Gatsby . 

c. the narrator is concerned with 
accuracy. 

d. the man in the mansion was not 
Gatsby. 

 
 

4. As a result of his football 
accomplishments in college, the adult 
Tom is 

a. restless. 
b. arrogant. 
c. wealthy. 
d. violent. 
 
 

5. The paradox presented in the first 
sentence of paragraph 6 is used to 
emphasize that the narrator 

a. does not care for Tom and 
Daisy 

b. has not seen Tom and Daisy for 
a great while 

c. is not very close to Tom and 
Daisy. 

d. tends to keep his distance from 
people. 

 
6. The description of the lawn and house 

in paragraph 6 
a. is out of place in this passage. 
b. reveals the narrator’s attitude 

toward Tom and Daisy. 
c. is specific and detailed, unlike 

the rest of the passage. 
d. provides a contrast to the 

description of Tom in 
paragraph 7. 

 
7. The words used in paragraph 7 to 

describe Tom create the impression of 
someone 

a. threatening. 
b. hospitable 
c. effeminate 
d. anxious 

 
8. In paragraphs 8-13, which phrase 

most clearly shows that Tom is a 
controlling person? 

a. a touch of paternal contempt 
b. some harsh, defiant wistfulness 
c. his eyes flashing about 

restlessly 
d. turning me around 

 
 



 
Ch. 1 KEY 
 

1. (b) human observers. The narrator 
says that the physical similarity of the 
“eggs” must confuse the gulls that fly 
overhead, but that “the wingless” are 
struck by how dissimilar the two 
places are in every aspect except 
physical appearance.  Only humans 
would be able to appreciate the 
differences between East Egg society 
and West Egg society. 

 
2. (b) modest.  The description of the 

“colossal” home makes it clear that 
this is a huge, expensive, showy 
place, so “modest” is the best 
antonym. 

 
3. (c) the narrator is concerned with 

accuracy.  The paragraph would make 
perfect sense if Nick, the narrator, had 
not added this correction.  However, 
referring to his neighbor as “Gatsby” 
when describing events before he met 
Gatsby is not quite as accurate as 
referring to him as he would have at 
that point—Mr. Gatsby.  And Nick 
would have referred to the house as “a 
mansion inhabited by a man of that 
name” rather the more familiar 
“Gatsby’s mansion.”  Clearly, the 
narrator is establishing himself as a 
person who wants to be precise and 
accurate in his relation of events. 

 
4. (a) restless.  After the high point of 

being a college football star, the adult 
Tom finds it difficult to stay in one 
place for long.  Nick describes him as 
“forever seeking a little wistfully for 
the dramatic turbulence of some 
irrecoverable football game.” 

 
 
 

5. (c) is not very close to Tom and 
Daisy.  Nick is saying that, although 
he has known Tom since college and 
is related to Daisy, he does not know 
them well at all.  He is not expressing 
an opinion of them.  He has said that 
he stayed with them after the war.  
Nothing about Nick distancing 
himself from people in general is 
mentioned or implied. 

 
6. (d) provides a contrast to the 

description of Tom in paragraph 7.  
Tom’s description in paragraph 7 is 
filled with negative, menacing words 
(“hard,” “supercilious,” “arrogant,” 
“dominance,” “aggressively,” 
“enormous power,” “cruel body”).  
These terms are even more striking 
since they immediately follow the 
very different description of the house 
and lawn (“cheerful,” “jumping,” 
“bright vines,” “glowing,” “wide 
open”). 

 
7. (a) threatening.  See the explanation 

for question 6, above.    
 

8. (d) turning me around.  All of these 
phrases hint at Tom’s menacing, 
bullying manner, but his “Turning 
[Nick] around” and moving him as if 
he is a chess piece most clearly shows 
that Tom likes to control others. 

 


