
RReeaadd  tthhee  eexxcceerrpptt  ffrroomm  AAllwwaayyss  RRuunnnniinngg  bbyy  LLuuiiss  RRooddrriigguueezz  aanndd  aannsswweerr  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  qquueessttiioonnss..  
 

1) The phrase "So without ceremony" in lines 13-14 most closely means which of the following? 
A) The brothers are not religious believers. 
B) The brothers acted without delay. 
C) The brothers acted without thought. 
D) The brothers pretended that their trip to South Gate was like any other outing for them. 
 

2) The narrator's diction in lines 15 - 17 implies… 
A) South Gate is just as run down as Watts. 
B) Watts' economic condition is mirrored by its neglected surroundings. 
C) Watts is a thriving community. 
D) Watts' ethnic makeup is primarily Anglo. 
 

3)  The use of the word "raven" in line 43 affects the description of the boy's laughter in what way? 
A) It makes the laughter less severe. 
B) It creates a pleasing visual in the reader's mind. 
C) It emphasizes the haunting image that Rodriguez is attempting to create. 
D) It adds to the comedic element of the laughter. 
 

4) The paragraph beginning with line 41 contains all of the following literary devices EXCEPT: 
A) simile 
B) personification 
C) metaphor 
D) imagery 
 

5) Lines 52-54 contain which of the following literary devices: 
A) alliteration 
B) personification 
C) metaphor 
D) simile 
 

6) Given the context of lines 65-66, the antonym of the word "disdain" is… 
A) scorn 
B) respect 
C) hatred 
D) indifference 
 

7) How has this incident changed the relationship of the brothers? 
A) There is now a mutual understanding between the brothers. 
B) Rano now resents his younger brother more. 
C) The brothers are now more racist. 
D) The narrator will now be the more powerful brother. 
 

8) What point of view is this passage written? 
A) first person  
B) second person 
C) third person omniscient 
D) third person limited 
 

9) The tone of this passage could best be described as… 
A) bitterly apologetic 
B) flippantly jovial 
C) poignantly nostalgic 
D) cynically impartial 
 

10) As suggested from the title, what is the narrator "running" from in this passage?   
A) the oppressive majority 
B) brotherly love 
C) his Watts upbringing 
D) his Hispanic heritage 



 
 

 
  

""AAllwwaayyss  RRuunnnniinngg""  CClloossee  RReeaadd 
 
Answer Key: 
1) D--The correct answer is D because the brothers acted as if visiting the Anglo town of South Gate was a 

usual occurrence for them when they knew it was a dangerous place for them to go.   
2) B--The correct answer is B because the setting is described using the words "discarded", "torn up", etc. 
3) C--The correct answer is C because a raven is stereotypically ominous, black, ugly, harsh sounding bird 

which add up to negative imagery and the other choices are all positive.  
4) C--The correct answer is C because simile is shown in line 43 "laughing like…", personification is in 

lines 43-44 "wind's shriek", and imagery throughout the paragraph, " blood spewing", etc. 
5) D – see lines 52 – 54: he slid to the ground, like a rotten banana squeezed out of its peeling 
6) B--The answer is B because the definition of disdain is scorn and the antonym is respect. 
7) A--The answer is A because lines 65-66 tells the reader that the older brother no longer looks at the 

narrator with disdain. 
8) A--The answer is A because of the use of "I" and "me". 
9) C--The answer is C because the narrator is remembering a profound emotional experience. 
10) A--The answer is A because the conflict in the passage is between the white teenagers who can abuse 

their power simply because of their race. 
 


