English II Honors

“History Teacher” by Billy Collins – Question Stems

Below please find a listing of possible question stems with which to construct higher order multiple choice questions, the same found on the final examination for this course.

1.
The most significant irony in this passage involves…

2.
The final _______ sentences of the passage provide information that identifies _______ as being…

3.
The allusion to _______ is primarily intended to…

4.
In the context of the passage, the meaning of the word _______ is BEST interpreted as…

5.
The denouement suggests that…

6.
Which of the following does NOT contribute to the tone of the entire selection?

7.
The "she" in the paragraph on page _______ refers to…

9.
All of the following are images which appear in the passage EXCEPT…

10.
The BEST equivalent for the word _______ in line _______ is…

11.
In the _______ section of the selection, the speaker is most concerned with…

12.
Lines _______ primarily satirize the…

13.
The primary contrast between the beginning and the end of the passage is between…

14.
The phrase _______ is an example of which literary device?

15.
The diction of lines _______ illustrates…

16.
Which of the following lines is used ironically in the passage?

17.
The chief irony of the selection is…

18.
The passage is BEST described as which of the following?

19.
In the passage the speaker draws a distinction between all of the following EXCEPT…

20.
The passage _______ implies…

21.
When the reader considers the entire selection, the speaker's viewpoint must be perceived as…

22.
Which of the following is NOT a literary feature of the passage?

23.
The most accurate interpretation of the phrase _______ is…

24.
Paragraph _______ on page _______ introduces…

25.
The sentence that best describes the theme is…

26.
The description of _______ in the passage BEST describes that person as all of the following EXCEPT…

27.
Which of the following does NOT contribute to the passage's pervasive irony?

28.
Which of the following does the LEAST to portray _______?

29.
The rhetorical questions in the selection ask all of the following EXCEPT…

30.
All of the following are accurate observations EXCEPT…

31.
The phrase _______ is BEST described as which literary device?

32.
The phrase _______ reflects the author's adept use of which literary device?

33.
Which of the following words, given the context of the passage, could NOT be taken ironically?

34.
All of the following are stylistic traits of the passage EXCEPT…

35.
According to the passage _______ causes _______ because…

36.
Why…

37.
As used in lines _______, the statement / word _______ most likely means…

38.
The main point of paragraph _______ on page _______ is used to show that…

39.
Which of the following phrases BEST describes the author's attitude?

40.
If paragraphs _______ were deleted, it would NOT be clear to the reader that…

41.
The passage suggests…

42.
The purpose of the selection is to…

43.
In paragraph _______ on page _______ the author states _______.  This implies that…

44.
Which of the following statements would the author most likely agree with?

