

	Name  ________________________________________
	Period  __________


1.
_______  In discussing his experience, the speaker’s tone is best described as

a. dramatic and intense.

b. ironic and witty.

c. tragic and somber.

d. analytic and reflective.

e. complacent.

2.
_______  The “object “ (lines 1-3) is best understood as the speaker’s

a. psychological identity.

b. mental development.

c. physical vigor.

d. conscious goal.

e. emotional health.

3.
_______  The “personal sympathies” mentioned in line 3 refer to the speaker’s desire for

a. gratitude from those to whom he had been kind.

b. approval from his family.

c. tolerance from those who disagreed with him.

d. understanding from those who rebuked his failures.

e. fellowship with other like-minded people.

4.
_______  In line 12, “it” refers to

a. “This” (line 10).

b. “general improvement” (line 11).

c.  “the world” (line 11).

d. “the idea of myself” (lines 11-12).

e. “existence” (line 13).

5.
_______  In line 28, “the means” most specifically refers to the

a. attempts to change institutions.

b. decision to become a reformer.

c. achievement of enduring happiness.

d. surmounting of unexpected obstacles.

e. support of others engaged in politics.

6.
_______  The image of the cloud (lines 29 and 33) suggests primarily the

a. oppressiveness of the speaker’s state of mind.

b. fleeting nature of the speaker’s mood.

c. advent of a political storm.

d. unpredictable influence of the speaker’s ideas.

e. sinister origins of psychosis.

7.
_______  The lines from Coleridge’s “Dejection” accurately describe the speaker’s own condition because they

a. record the disillusionment of a failed opportunist.

b. are founded on conviction of sin.

c. suggest that there is nothing left to live for.

d. reveal that the speaker’s love of mankind has exhausted itself.

e. depict a persistent and generalized despair.

8.
_______  The last sentence of the passage emphasizes the irony of the speaker’s attempt to

a. stress the importance of excellence in achievement.
b. continue on a course that proved unprofitable.
c. confide in others who could never understand.
d. analyze his emotions on the basis of past experience.
e.
do good for mankind without love for any individual.
9.
_______  The passage as a whole records a process best described as

a. deepening self-delusion.

b. overcoming insanity.

c. sudden enlightenment.

d. imperceptible deterioration.

e. slow maturation.

10.
_______  Considering the passage as a whole, the irony that is developed rests chiefly on the speaker’s

a. comparison of his own dejection with that of Coleridge’s.

b. self-conscious attitude toward his emotional problems.

c. initial certainty that he had embarked on a satisfying career.

d. hope that a good night’s sleep would cure his condition.

e. desire to contribute to the general progress of mankind.

11.
_______  The passage makes a brief attack on

a. common labourers (line 4).

b. religious converts (line 18).

c. the rule of kings (line 30).

d. business indifference (line 32).

e. books (line 40).

12.
_______  The language of the work is best described as

a. formal.

b. informal.

c. conversational.

d. colloquial.

e. substandard.

13.
_______  The most important metaphor to the development of the passage uses which of the following as its vehicle?

a. A cloud.

b. Books.

c. Occupations.

d. Winter.

e. Health.

14.
_______  The main intent of the passage is

a. persuasive.

b. confessional.

c. comparative.

d. instructional.

e. informative.

15.
_______  The primary change in mood in the passage occurs in

a. lines 4-5.

b. lines 14-15.

c. lines 24-25.

d. lines 32-33.

e. lines 36-37.


Read the following passage and choose the best answer for each objective question.

From the winter of 1821  . . . I had what might truly be called an object

in life; to be a reformer of the world.  My conception of my own happiness was

entirely identified with this object.  The personal sympathies I wished for

were those of fellow labourers in this enterprise. I endeavored to pick up as

many flowers as I could by the way; but as a serious and permanent personal

  (5)

satisfaction to felicitate  myself on the certainty of a happy life which I

enjoyed, through placing my happiness in some-thing durable and distant,

in which some progress might be always making, while it could never be

exhausted by complete attainment.  This did very well for several years,


(10)

during which the general improvement going on in the world and the idea

of myself engaged with others in struggling to promote it, seemed enough to

fill up an interesting and animated existence.  But the time came when I 

awakened from this as from a dream.  It was in the autumn of 1826. I was in a

dull state of nerves, such as everybody is occasionally liable to; unsusceptible

(15)

to enjoyment or pleasurable excitement; one of those moods when what is

pleasure at other times, becomes insipid or indifferent; the state, I should

think, in which converts to Methodism usually are, when smitten by their

first “conviction of sin.”  In this frame of mind, it occurred to me to put the

question directly to myself: “Suppose that all your objects in life were


(20)

realized, that all the changes in institutions and opinions which you are

looking forward to, could be completely effected at this very instant; would

this be a great joy and happiness to you?”  And an irrepressible self-

consciousness distinctly answered, “No!”  At this my heart sank within me;

the whole foundation on which my life was constructed fell down.  All my

(25)

happiness was to have been found in the continual pursuit of this end.

The end had ceased to charm, and how could there ever again be any

Interest in the means? I seemed to have nothing left to live for.


At first I hoped that the cloud would pass away of itself; but it did

not.  A night’s sleep, the sovereign remedy for the smaller vexations of life,

(30)

had no effect on it. I awoke to a renewed consciousness of the woeful fact.  I carried

it with me into all companies, into all occupations.  Hardly anything

had power to cause me even a few minutes oblivion of it.  For some months the

cloud seemed to grow thicker and thicker. The lines in Coleridge’s

“Dejection” – I was not then acquainted with them – exactly describe my case:

(35)




“A grief without a pang, void dark, and drear,

A drowsy, stifled, unimpassioned grief,

Which finds no natural outlet or relief

In word, or sigh, or tear.”

In vain I sought relief from my favorite books; those memorials of

(40)

past nobleness and greatness from which I had always hither to drawn

strength and animation.  I read them now without feeling, or with the

accustomed feeling minus all its charms; and I became persuaded, that my

love of mankind, and of excellence for its own sake, had worn itself out.  I

sought no comfort by speaking to others of what I felt.  If I had loved


(45)

anyone sufficiently to make confiding my griefs a necessity, I should not have

been in the condition I was.
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