English Language and Composition

Synthesis Question

(Suggested reading time—15 minutes)

(Suggested writing time—40 minutes)

Directions: The following prompt is based on the accompanying seven (7) sources.

This question requires you to synthesize a variety of sources into a coherent, well-written essay.  Refer to the sources to support your position; avoid mere paraphrase or summary.  Your argument should be central; the sources should support this argument.


Remember to attribute both direct and indirect citations.

Introduction: Cell phones have been widely available for over twenty years, but schools and legislators have not yet reached a clear decision on their appropriate use in schools.  With cell phone use becoming more and more commonplace and pervasive, particularly among high school students, and cell phones becoming more and more sophisticated, conflicts arise when it comes to students, schools, and cell phones.
Assignment:  Carefully read the following seven (7) sources, including any introductory information.  Then, synthesize information from at least three (3) sources and incorporate it into a coherent, well-developed essay that clearly defends, refutes, or qualifies the assertion that cell phones should be included in a policy that restricts their usage in school.
You may refer to the sources by their titles (Source A, Source B, etc.) or by the descriptions in parentheses.

Source A (Shaw)

Source B (U. of Alabama)

Source C (Myers)

Source D (Reid)

Source E (Ulriksen)

Source F (Barseghian)

Source G (Lenhar)
