What is a synthesis essay?
· An essay in which you utilize provided sources to formulate your response to a real-world question.
· A synthesis question:  You are not just picking important parts from a document and quoting them; you will need to synthesize these sources. What does “synthesize” mean?
· Synthesis: The composition or combination of elements or parts so as to form a whole.

· A mini-research essay, but I give you all the sources.

· 1 hour:  (15 min) to read sources; (45 min) to write essay

I am not taking AP Euro or AP Lang.
So why should I care about synthesis writing?

· You are writing one soon.

· For other types of testing

· Learning argumentative writing can set you apart in the collegiate and professional world.  It will require you to see how quickly and effectively you can process information and develop a sound argument. 

What makes persuasive writing effective?

· Counter-argument (acknowledge the other position)

· Support/disagree/support in certain situations

· Rely on evidence which will validate your claims (your position)

· Anything else you can think of?
So how should I approach a synthesis question?

1. Quick read of source packet (4-6 sources)
2. Evaluate and assess sources (to determine bias/credibility) through annotation (“+” or “—).  You should consider ethos, pathos and logos for the assessment.  You must question whether the source is reliable.  If it is biased, you should question whether that source is the best support for your argument.
a. Ethos (ethics) - refers to the trustworthiness of the speaker. Ex: follow doctor’s directions because he/she has the knowledge and can be trusted

b. Pathos (emotional) –  more manipulative

c. Logos (logical) – any attempt to appeal to the intellect. Academic arguments rely on this heavily. This will be much more logical than ethos.  Ex: Definitions, statistics, facts, citations from experts. 

3.  Determine main idea (or the thesis of the writer’s argument).  Consider how he or she argues their point(s)? Disassemble the counter-argument!  Make it work for you!
For the synthesis:
1. You will be given a prompt.  The prompt will ask you to perform one of the following:  

· To Defend

· To Challenge

· To Qualify

2.  You will need to refer to at least 3 sources explicitly in your essay. You must cite when referring to sources!  You must also integrate quotes well; no choppiness allowed!  A source could be used to counter-argue!  

- (Author’s last name) or (Source A)

3.  There is no correct answer! You must take a position and support it! Sometimes this is not always one you believe, but one that you can defend well. 
CAUTION:  One of the sources may be a visual example:  difficult, can be of questionable reliability

Read through info on the sources. What is the question going to be? 

Annotate for author bias, credibility, and counter-arguments

