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"Family Guy," which had never had a 

consistent time slot when it was on Fox, became a
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hit on the Cartoon Network, and then it became a 

hit all over again when it was released on a series of 

DVDs:  the first volume was the best-selling DVD 

of any animated show.  In 2004 Fox announced 
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that it was the first time that DVD sales had driven 

a show's return to the airwaves.  Then, to capitalize 

on the show's success, MacFarlane was asked to 

come up with an additional package of three linked 

episodes that were released on DVD last fall, before 

airing on TV; if you do the math, you'll see that you 

pay much more per episode for this set - and they're 

episodes that you can later see for free - than you 

did for the previous collections.  To make a long 
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story, short when it comes to "Family Guy" Fox is 

rolling in it.


Several characters on the show have become 

Stars - they're on T-shirts and mugs, and can be 

bought in ringtone form.  There's Stewie Griffin, the 

one-year old baby of the family, whose voice is 

modeled on Rex Harrison's in "My Fair Lady"; he's 

foppish and maniacal, and he's always planning to 

kill his mother.  Brian, the dog (an overfed Mr. 

Peabody), is the smartest member of the family, 

though he is a little too fond of Martinis.  But 

describing cartoon characters is a losing business - 

so much depends on the voices.  "Family Guy" is 

almost like a radio show and that's one of its 

                                        4

pleasures.  MacFarlane himself voices Peter, 
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Stewie, and Brian.  His real voice, low and 

resonant, sounds a lot like Brian's.

1.
A.
NO CHANGE

B. when, it was on Fox

C. when it was on, Fox

D. when it was on Fox

2.
A.
NO CHANGE

B. In 2004, Fox announced

C. In 2004:  Fox announced

D. In 2004, Fox announced,

3.
A.
NO CHANGE

B. To make a long story short

C. To make a long, story short,

D. To make a long story short,

4.
A.
NO CHANGE

B. radio show, and that's one

C. radio show and that's one,

D. radio show, and that's one,

5.
A.
NO CHANGE

B. voices Peter, Stewie and Brian.

C. voices, Peter, Stewie, and Brian.

D. voices Peter Stewie, and Brian.

Answer Key

1.
A.
NO CHANGE


Rule:  non-essential clauses and phrases

2.
B.
In 2004, Fox announced


Rule:  after each item of a date or address

3.
D.
To make a long story short,


Rule:  after introductory clauses

4.
B.
radio show, and that's one

Rule:  between independent clauses with coordinating conjunction

5.
A.
NO CHANGE


Rule:  separate items in a series

