English II Honors





     
Writing an Essay of Literary Analysis







Most analytical essays are constructed in the same format:  An introductory paragraph, 2-3 related body paragraphs, and a conclusion.
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Explanatory sentence(s)





The Introductory Paragraph is the 1st paragraph of the essay.  It introduces the topic and the writer's position or argument.  The Introductory Paragraph is represented by an upside-down pyramid to demonstrate that information is organized from the general (the attention-getter) to the specific (the thesis).





An introductory paragraph consists of:


Attention-getter sentence(s)


Explanatory sentence(s) introducing the focus of the essay.


The thesis statement.
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The Body Paragraphs are the substance of the essay.  Every sentence of each body paragraph is designed to help prove the thesis statement.  Good body paragraphs integrate textual support--actual quotations from the text or source-- to prove the thesis.  





A typical body paragraph consists of:


A topic sentence introducing the focus of the body paragraph.


Contextual sentence(s) to establish why the quotation is important to the thesis.


The actual quotation or textual excerpt.


Several sentences of analysis explaining how the quotation supports the thesis statement.


Transition sentence(s) re-connecting to the thesis statement and connecting to the following topic.
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The Conclusion is the final paragraph of the essay.  It begins by restating, not repeating, the thesis statement.  The Conclusion then summarizes the essay's main points before leaving the reader with a lasting impression.  The lasting impression is a "so what" statement about the essay.  The Conclusion is represented by a pyramid to demonstrate that information is organized from the specific (the thesis) to the general (the lasting impression).











