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English IV AP – Literature and Composition


Course Information – General Guidelines





Teacher Contact Information


Mr. James Janota


English Department – B100


(630) 428-6000, extension 4719


mrjanota.weebly.com | james_janota@ipsd.org








Student Goals


To prepare to excel in college


To develop a greater appreciation of literature


To examine life through the minds of the world’s greatest authors


To pass the Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition examination








Required Texts


Literature & Composition:  Reading, Writing, Thinking by Carol Jago et al.


How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Revised Edition by Thomas C. Foster


A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini


Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison


A Doll House by Henrik Ibsen


The Tragedy of Othello, The Moor of Venice by William Shakespeare


Hamlet, Prince of Denmark by William Shakespeare


Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad


Blindness by Jose Saramago


A choice of the following:  Sister of My Heart by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni / Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson / The Bonsetter’s Daughter by Amy Tan / No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy / Atonement by Ian McEwan The Women of Brewster Place by Gloria Naylor








Honors Philosophy


The first priority of this course is to maximize each student’s potential as a reader and writer.  Any form of cheating or plagiarism only serves to undermine your own education.  Should you choose to engage in academic dishonesty and are caught, severe repercussions will ensue.  Unless otherwise directed to do so, you are strictly prohibited from using one another or outside sources for coursework completion.  This is an Advanced Placement course; you are expected to complete your own work!!!  For further information on this topic, consult the Honor Code in the Student Handbook.


�








Extra Credit


Extra credit may be offered on a limited basis.  If such extra credit is offered, it will be made available to the entire class, not for certain students in various situations.  Do not rely upon the possibility of this offering to counter-balance a slothful attitude toward daily work and study.








Online Access


Additional resources, such as in-class notes, the quarterly syllabus, and various other items, are available using my Weebly site, � HYPERLINK "http://www.mrjanota.weebly.com" �mrjanota.weebly.com�.  As an active member of this class, you should consult it in the case of absence for handouts and updates from that day’s class.  Often, you will be instructed to refer to this page to access resources for the next day’s class.








Required Materials


Blue or black pen for all course work…no pencils please!


Notebook and folder specifically for this class


Paper


Required texts as assigned daily








Availability


I am available most days from 6:45 am until 2:25 pm.  Please see me in B100 if you need assistance. Unfortunately, I am usually unavailable after school due to commitments with the Boys’ Cross Country team.  However, if a pressing issue arises, I can arrange a meeting time with reasonable advanced notice.
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Expectations and Responsibilities


Respect everyone with whom you interact at Neuqua Valley High School.


Behave as mature young adults and demonstrate responsibility for your actions.  If necessary, discipline will include redirection, an email or telephone call to your parents, or a referral to the dean.


Arrive to class on time and come prepared for each and every session.


Participate to the fullest extent of your ability with an emphasis on open-mindedness and honest, fair communication.


Communicate any needs or difficulties to me as soon as possible.


Refer to the course syllabus for all assignments to be completed and corresponding due dates.


Grades will be updated weekly!  Be responsible to track your progress.











